
God’s love and Ours - 
When love is completed

1 JOHN 4: 7-21



Obedience

Believing Loving



1. Love is concrete

v9 He ‘appeared’ - Jesus 
came into our world


v10 Jesus went to the cross 
and became an atoning 
sacrifice. 


v20 - If you say you love 
God, but don’t love your 
brother and sister (in the 
church community) you are 
telling lies.



2. Love comes from God

“Do not waste time bothering 
whether you ‘love’ your 
neighbour; act as if you did. As 
soon as we do this we find one 
of the great secrets. When you 
are behaving as if you loved 
someone, you will presently 
come to love him.”  
C.S.Lewis 

v7 - Love is ‘out’ from God



3. Love matures and grows
v16 - When we take up permanent residence in a 
life of love, we live in God and God lives in us.


abiding


Love is the antidote to boredom. 


John 1:18 - When people saw Jesus they got a full 
and true understanding of God


v12 - When people see us loving one another they 
see God!


Its our greatest evangelistic tool!



4. Love pushes out fear
When love has the run of the house we can be 
bold and confident on Judgment day


‘Just as he is, so are we within this world’ v17


Once we learn to love others in the way God gave 
himself to us then there is nothing left to fear!!


Love that ‘flings fear out of the door!’


Antidote to fear of any kind - live in love; God’s 
love for you, your love for him and for others



“But for right now we have 3 
things to do to lead us to the 
consummation of all things -  

Trust steadily in God,             
hope unswervingly and            

love extravagantly.                  
And the best of the 3 is love.”

–1 Corinthians 13:13


